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Message from Vice President

This time we put together annual program activity reports for “the Acceleration Program for University
Education Rebuilding: AP”, Gap Year program academic year 2016. Under the school founding motto
of "Creating New Beauty and Culture", Bunka Gakuen University aims to develop individuals who can

take a vital role in the global fashion industry.

To implement the program, we introduced a new term called “Umeharu” between February and March.
The purposes of the program is for students to be more self-directed, broaden their views, and acquire a
“global creation” by having a cross-cultural experience overseas and job training opportunities at

domestic companies for a long period of time.

Our two Faculties - Faculty of Fashion Science and Faculty of Liberal Arts and Sciences - have been
working on the AP program. In the academic year 2016, we implemented eight-week internships at
Australian, Hong Kong, and domestic companies and a combination of language programs as a part of
the Global Fashion Management course for the third-year students and a design manufacturing
collaboration workshop with students from Raffles College of Design and Commerce in Sydney,
Australia. In addition, we carried out two domestic programs, which are a “Japanese washi paper and
lacquer making” experience program in Iiyama City, Nagano, and a factory experience program in Kuji
City, Iwate under the theme of “View Japanese production at the manufacturing site”. As reported in
the following students’ reports, I'm certain that they were able to learn a lot through those valuable

experiences.

To conclude this message, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to those who supported and
made this program possible, especially to Raffles College of Design and Commerce, TAFE Queensland
Brisbane, South Metropolitan TAFE, Hong Kong Design Institute, liyama City office, liyama Buddhist
altar Business Cooperative Association, Uchiyama paper Cooperative Association, IwateMoriya Inc.,

and Iwate Prefecture Kenhoku wide-area Promotion Bureau.

March, 2017
Katsuhiro Hamada
Vice-President

Bunka Gakuen University
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1 Purpose of taking this course/Goals

[ am always interested in studying and experiencing different cultures and lifestyles. Going abroad is one of the best
ways to understand deeply about a certain country's culture and lifestyle. Another reason why is that I get to learn
about how the fashion industry in a different countries works. For example, the different teaching technique between
fashion schools in Japan and Australia and fashion trends and consumer's mentality between Eastern and Western

countries.

In my opinion, this program helps break the ice between students from different countries and cultures and I think it's
is very important for anyone who desires to work in the fashion industry because collaborating globally is one of the

main reasons that helps built friendship with one another and how the growth of the fashion industry's economy.

2 Most impressive thing during the training

[ was very impressed by the students and teachers. The works which were produced by the students at Raffles are very
professional and the teachers taught us different technique in making yukata and swimwear, which is something that
we have never done before. I was also impressed by the environment, culture and social lifestyle in Sydney. From
beautiful architectures and clean beaches to one of the most delicious gourmet and friendliest and helpful people we've

ever met.

Both teachers and students are very friendly and welcoming. Despite the language barrier, whenever we needed help
they were willing to help us. Eventually during the first week of the program, we finally were able to meet a well-known
designer in Australia Akira Isagawa. I was nervous while doing my presentation in front of Akira but he was very nice
and honest when he gave me feedbacks about my work and also has given me a lot of helpful advice regarding on how

to improve my work.

3 Things I've learned during the training

During our 2nd week in Sydney, the first lesson I had was the Applied designing. We have learned how to gain our ideas
by looking at random objects such as architecture, art work, food, scenery, etc. and used them as indirect inspirations

in order to create our garments.

It was hard at first because it's very easy to get stuck when nothing comes to mind when we are thinking hard, which
can cause us to feel fear and lose confidence in ourselves. However, the teacher who was teaching us managed to guide
us and encouraged us to not give up and she even gave us a lot ofgood advice to help us proceed and improve what we

were doing.



After the applied design lessons, it was swimwear making time. We started out by measuring the body size, making the
swimwear pattern and adding the seam allowance, then cutting out the fabric. We have also learned that "Lycra" is one
of the main fabrics for swimwear other than "Spandex". After the fabric cutting was done, we proceeded in using 3

different types of industrial machine in order to sew the swimwear.

Lastly, during the end of our program, we were given a task from both applied design and swimwear making lessons
to do a final presentation individually about our work from the applied design lesson and what we had learned from

the swimwear making lessons at the same time demonstrating the way we make it.

4 Advantages for my student life in the future

After experiencing this program I have learned how to make use of my time by putting a priority to learn something
new every day. This program also teaches me how to be fearless and openminded when it comes to any situation I'm
in either bad or good. After seeing how hard both the students and teachers work and how much effort they put

towards what they love to do, motivates me even more.
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