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Research on Okina Costumes and Ritual Implements for Tsugu-Hanamatsuri
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Actor Networks and Sustainability Transitions :
Reconstruction Process of Yuntanza Hanaui in Okinawa Prefecture

77 N S 1] )

ITOBAYASHI Yoshifumi and YAMAZAKI Isao
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Building an Image of Harajuku as “A Town for Young People” after the World War Il :
Based on Memories and Symbols
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Research on the Digitalization of Film and Video Utilizing In-House Methodology
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@x—T7—K:UF7UXL (realism) /HE:F [$] (The Panther) /BEHEIIFEIE (sensuous description)

l. Introduction

The Panther in the Exeter Book is regarded as one
of the preeminent bestiary poems in Anglo-Saxon
literature. It was compiled with elegies such as The
Wanderer, The Seafarer, and Wulf and Eadwacer,
following voluminous and renowned religious poems.”
The bestiary in the Exeter Book comprises 7The
Panther, The Whale, and The Partridge (or The
Phoenix), arranged sequentially in order of appearance.
These poems are untitled, with their epithets derived
from the original Greek codex Physiologus, in which
various creatures, plants, and inorganic matter are
meticulously allegorised to expound the righteousness
of the Christian world.? In contrast to the colloquial
understanding of the term ‘beast’, the panther in the
Old English Physiologus represents the nature of Christ,
embodying benevolence and serving as a guardian of
humanity. This creature is engaged in combating the
malevolent dragon, symbolising Satan, to safeguard
individuals in the Anglo-Saxon world. Consequently, the

panther is portrayed as an anthropomorphic entity of

Christendom, destined to vanquish the adversaries of
humankind. Williamson posits that ‘the Christlike beast
(who is beautiful and exotic) is friendly to all creatures
except the serpent or dragon who represents his
archenemy, Satan, in this particular allegory.” The
majority of scholars specialising in the Exeter Book
concur on the beast's majestic nature as a sacred entity,
attributing this interpretation to the poem’s origin as an
Old English translation derived from one of the Latin
versions of Physiologus. The Old English translation,
however, appears to be an assemblage of incomplete
fragments.” Notwithstanding its imperfect structure,
the bestiary merits examination from a poetic
perspective for its depiction of creatures. This study
aimed to demonstrate that a detailed depiction of
sensory experiences, including visual, auditory, and
olfactory elements, is integrated into the structure of
the poem, with the pivotal moment occurring in the
description of the sleeping panther in lines 35-42a. The
initial section of the poem effectively portrays the

panther’s noble character and its overwhelming
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superiority over the dragon, characterised as a demon.
Subsequently, the panther rests for three nights to
recuperate. On the third day, a magnificent sound
emanates from its mouth, followed by a fragrant aroma
akin to perfume. Upon awakening and disseminating
the scent of the blossoming flowers, the poet presents
the spectacular surrounding landscape from a visual
perspective. This sensory transition is explicitly
employed in Mark Twain's work The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer, on Jackson's Island” The objective of this
study was to analyse instances where the poetic
technique of realism is employed to enhance the
verisimilitude of the language for Anglo-Saxon

audiences.

Il. Visual Effect

The initial section of the poem, comprising lines
1-30, depicts the vibrant and dignified appearance of
the panther (Christ) , using numerous radiant
adjectives. As Williamson notes, “The panther has a
magical coat of many colours like that of Joseph, its
“luminous hues” an indication of its compelling beauty.’
The poet emphasises Christ’s ability to extol his dignity,
portraying the panther’s coat (or Christ's) as a
colourful, luminous garment.’ The subsequent lines
illustrate the visual effects of the beast's resplendent

appearance.

Paet is wreetlic deor, wundrum scyne
hiwa gehwylces; swa haled secgad,
gaesthalge guman, Dbeette Iosephes
tunece waere telga gehwylces
bleom bregdende, bara beorhtra gehwylc
aghwaes aenlicra obrum lixte
dryhta bearnum, swa baes deores hiw,
bleec brigda gehwees, beorhtra ond scynra
wundrum lixed, peette wreetlicra
eghwylc oprum, eenlicra gien
ond feegerra fraetwum bliced,
symle sellicra. (1L.19-30a) ”

That is an ornamental beast, wonderfully shining

every colour; so men say,

the holy man, that Joseph's

coat was each of colours

changing colours, then of each shining

entirely more splendidly  than any other it glitters
children of men, so the beast’s hue,

bright changing of each colour, bright and shining
wondrous shines, so that ornamental

each other, glorious now

and beautiful shines with ornaments,

wondrous forever.?

The synonyms for ‘colours’” employed in this section,
such as ‘hiwa’, ‘telga’, ‘bleom’, and ‘brigda’, create a
visual effect of diverse hues in the audience’s
imagination. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that terms
such as ‘scyne’, ‘bregdende’, ‘beorhtra’, ‘lixte’, ‘scynra’,
‘lixed’, and ‘bliced’ all pertain to the concept of
luminescence, representing the changing colours of the
panther’s skin or fur. In addition, the repetitive use of
these verbs contributes to creating a dynamic mental
image for the audience. The colour-changing coat of the
beast is portrayed as a representation of Christ’s
dignity. The sequence of luminescent expressions
suggests that the audience initially envisioned the visual
image of a radiant animal. Consequently, the sense of

sight takes precedence in the poem.

lll. Sleep for Resurrection

The pivotal turning point is situated in the middle
of the poem and reveals that the panther must enter a
state of sleep to regain power. In contrast to the visual
scene depicted in the first half of the poem, the sleep
scene represents a motionless, silent, and shaded period
in the narrative. This scene functions as a moment of
obscuring the audience’s field of vision and subsequently

transitioning to employing auditory effects.

Symle fylle feegen, ponne foddor biged,
after pbam gereordum raeste seced
drygle stowe under dunscrafum;

Ozr se pbeodwiga breonihta faec
swifed on swefote, slaepe gebiesgad.

Ponne ellenrof up astonded,
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brymme gewelgad, on pone priddan deeg,
sneome of sleepe. (1.35-42a)
Always glad to be full, when he tastes food,

after the search  he looks for his rest

a dry spot under the hill-cave;

there the great warrior for the period of three days
recovers on sleep, he sleeps occupied.

Therefore the powerful stands up,

powerfully enriched, upon three days,

immediately out of sleep.

The panther is depicted as a corporeal entity engaged
in activities such as foraging, seeking shelter, and
resting. In this poem, the creature possesses the specific
characteristic of slumbering for three nights and
subsequently regains its formidable strength. This
portrayal potentially alludes to Christ’s resurrection
occurring three days after the crucifixion. A quiescent
effect of sleep is employed herein with the repetitive
usage of ‘raeste (rest)’, ‘drygle stowe (dry spot)’, ‘under
dunscrafum (under the hill-cave)’, ‘on swefote (on
sleep)’, and ‘slaepe gebiesgad (sleep occupied/soundly)’.
These five lines (1.35-1.39) represent an interval
denoting the passage of time, after which rebirth
commences from line 40. Subsequently, the panther’s
vigour is accentuated through the reiteration of
adjectives such as ‘ellenrof (powerful)’, ‘brymme
gewelgad (powerfully enriched)’, ‘sneome of slaepe
(immediately out of sleep)’, and the verb ‘up astonded
(stands up). Once more, the panther rises in the
presence of people to illuminate the audience with its
vocalisation and safeguard them from malevolence.
Following the silent repose of the animal, the auditory
sense Is utilised as the panther produces a sound. In the
absence of visual perception, initial contact with people
would necessarily occur through an auditory medium.

In the natural world, lightning precedes thunder.

IV. Auditory Effect
Notably, the auditory effect appears to be
remarkably brief in its representation within the poem

compared to the sense of sight. Only one and a half

lines are presented as follows:

Sweghleopor cymed

wopa wynsumast purh pees wildres mud.

The sound comes
through the mouth of wild beast.
(1142b-45a)

of joyful sound

The sound emanating from the beast’s mouth is
described as ‘wynsumast (delightful)’, which symbolises
Christ’s initial address to humanity following the
resurrection. Concealed entirely from human view
within the cave, the panther vocalises to attract
attention from a considerable distance. The brevity of
the lines employing the auditory effect indicates that
the poet’s focus is not on sound but on the scent that
subsequently emerges. The vocalisation produced by
the beast appears to serve as a signal indicating its
revival. This observation demonstrates that the poet
concentrated solely on two characteristics of the
panther: its luminous appearance in the first half and its
scent in the latter half. Evidently, scent holds
significance throughout the poem, a topic that warrants

further examination.

V. Olfactory Effect
The most enigmatic symbol of all is the scent

19 The olfactory scene described

emitted by the panther.
below indicates that the panther remains concealed in
the cave out of human sight. The phrase ‘of pam
wongstede (out of the place)’ presents a landscape
depicting the origin of the panther’s scent from the

cave where it continues to reside.

After beere stefne stenc ut cymed

of pam wongstede, wynsumra steam,
swettra ond swipra swacca gehwylcum,
wyrta blostmum ond wudubledum,

eallum epelicra eorpan freetwum. (11.44-48)

After that sound the scent comes out

out of the place, joyful breath,
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more fragrant and powerful than fragrance of any,
than the plants of blossoms and of forest blossoms,

all possible treasures on the earth.

Line 44a explicitly states that scent follows sound,
which corresponds to the natural sequence of human
sensory perception. In the absence of a visual input,
auditory stimuli are perceived more rapidly than
olfactory stimuli. By eliminating visual cues, the poet
endeavours to emphasise the significance of
imperceptible elements, such as sound and scent. Rather
than describing the visual attributes of the panther’s
lustrous appearance, the text extols its intangible
fragrance, which is portrayed as permeating the world.
This imagery symbolises the prospective dominion of

Christianity over the Anglo-Saxon realm.

beet wees swete stenc,
wlitig ond wynsum geond woruld eall.
Sippan to bam swicce sodfeeste men
on healfa gehwone heapum brungon
geond ealne ymbhwyrft eorpan sceata.
(11.64b-68)

That was a sweet scent,
beautiful and delightful over the all world.
Then to the fragrance righteous men
on every side people went

all over the world every corner of the earth.

The modifiers attributed to scent are ‘swete stenc
(sweet)’, ‘wlitig (beautiful)’, and ‘wynsum (delightful)’.
The olfactory imagery that the poet intended to evoke
may have had a sweet and delightful effect on the
audience. Consequently, individuals from all the regions
were persuaded to proceed to the source of the scent.
As elucidated previously, the use of sound and scent is
divided into two distinct sections. The sounds precede
the scent in the narrative structure. It is crucial to note
the order in which sounds and scents appear in 7he
Panther’ This significance stems from the fact that
the scent of the panther holds greater importance for

the poet, as evidenced by the following lines:

feeder selmihtig,
ond se anga hyht ealra gesceafta,

uppe ge nipre. Pzt is zepele stenc. (1.72b-74)

Almighty God,
and the only joy for all creatures,

above and below. That is the glorious scent.

This constitutes the epilogue of The Panther, which
venerates the divine essence of the omnipotent deity
portrayed as a source of jubilation for all celestial,
terrestrial, and marine creatures. Of particular
significance is the final verse ‘Pzt is abele stenc. (That
is the glorious scent.)’, wherein the term ‘stenc (scent)’
concludes the poem. Consequently, the panther’s
olfactory emanation emerges as the central phenomenon
that the poet endeavours to elucidate throughout the
composition. Furthermore, in the latter half of the poem,
neither visual nor auditory elements are used to depict
the panther. This section of the poem exclusively
emphasises olfactory effects. The olfactory sense is
ultimately invoked when individuals seek the panther

(or Christ) from a considerable distance.

VI. Conclusion

As discussed above, the sequence in which the
visual, auditory, and olfactory senses emerge
significantly influences the poem’s structure. The poet
endeavours to transition from a prioritised sense of
vision to an intangible olfactory sense that appears to
effectively evoke realistic imagery for the audience.
Interspersed with the sleep scene in the middle, the
poem presents the visual radiance of the panther in the
first half, while the invisible fragrance of his breath is
emphasised in the latter half. The order of the visual,
auditory, and olfactory senses corresponds to the
human sensory perception, as individuals see, hear, and
smell. In reality, light travels faster than sound, and
sound is transmitted faster than scent. It is plausible
that the poet intended this realistic approach to the
composition. It is also noteworthy that the intangible
quality of ‘the scent’ should have equal value to the

visual luminescence of the panther (Christ). This
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assertion is supported by the final line of the poem,
which states, “That is the glorious scent, wherein the

word ‘that’ signifies the almighty God.

NOTES

1) The poems in the Exeter Book were arranged by Krapp
and Dobbie as follows: a religious group at the beginning
comprising Christ, Guthlac, Azarias, The Phoenix, and
Juliana; an elegiac group in the middle consisting of The
Wanderer, The Seafarer, and Widsith; a bestiary group
including The Panther, The Whale, and The Partridge;
another elegiac group containing Deor, Wulf and Eadwacer,
Riddles 1-59; the final group of elegies comprising 7he
Wife’s Lament, The Husband’s Message, and The Ruin; and
Riddles 61-95. Several short poems are interspersed
between the elegies and riddles. For further reference, see
The Exeter Book in Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records, Vol. 111,
edited by George Philip Krapp and Elliott Van Kirk Dobbie,
New York: Columbia University Press, 1936.

2) Williamson summarises in the introduction to The Panther
that ‘Marckwardt and Rosier note that “the medieval Latin
versions of the Greek Physiologus (or Bestiary, as it was
sometimes later called) contained between twenty-six and
forty-nine chapters, each devoted to a real or legendary
creature together with its interpreted moral or theological
significance” (236)". He also refers to Greenfield that ‘the
poem treats the themes of salvation and damnation
allegorically as it “describes the traits and actions of birds
and animals—these do not necessarily bear any resemblance
to natural history—and then didactically explicates their
significance in terms of God, Christ, mankind, or the devil”
(Greenfield and Calder, 241)". See The Complete Old English
Poems, translated by Craig Williamson, Philadelphia,
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017, (505).

3) See The Complete Old English Poems, 505.

4) Krapp and Dobbie reference the perspective of several
scholars that ‘Ebert, the first scholar to attack these
problems in detail, after a comparison with Latin texts of
the Physiologus, especially the ninth century text in Bern
MS. 233, concluded that the three Anglo-Saxon poems were
only a fragment of a much larger group. Sokoll, basing his
study upon Ebert’s conclusions, believed that the Anglo-
Saxon poems were the result of an incomplete reworking of
the Latin original, the extant text being about one-seventh of
the whole work." See The Exeter Book, 1.

5) See Naoko Shirai, ‘Realism of Sensuous Description in The
Ruin’, Journal of Bunka Gakuen University—Humanities &
Social Sciences, No. 20 (2012), 97-105, (98).

6) See The Complete Old English Poems, 505.

7) All citations of The Panther are derived from The Exeter
Book.

8) All translations of The Panther are attributed to the
author.

9) Williamson also mentions that ‘The panther eats its fill,
then sleeps in a cave for three nights, increasing its power.
This corresponds to the period of Christ's entombment after

the crucifixion, during which time he harrowed hell and left
the Devil enchained. See The Complete Old English Poems,
505.

10) Brian McFadden denotes that “The motif of a sweet odor
is linked to a set of images about successful sin offerings and
sacrifices, not only in Paul but in many places throughout
the Hebrew Scriptures, and as the order of sanctity, it is also
a repetitive motif in many hagiographies and ecclesiastical
texts to indicate that a saint’s life, an exemplary imitatio
Christi, has been pleasing to God. See ‘Sweet Odors and
Interpretative Authority in the Exeter Book Physiologus
and Phoenix’, Papers on Language and Literature, Spring
2006; 42, 2; 181-209, (187). In The Panther, successful sin
offerings and sacrifices are unlikely to be discerned through
observable indicators.

11) Williamson suggests that “The musical scent (or the
perfumed melody) draws the faithful to him. The implicit
connection between Christ and the panther is made explicit
in the concluding half of the poem’. He translates lines 44-48
as ‘After that melody, a strange smell rises / And plays like
perfume in that same place, / Sweeter and stronger than
any scent. He may conflate the sensory impressions of
auditory and olfactory stimuli when denoting ‘the musical
scent or the perfumed melody’ by ‘stefne (sound) in his
introduction. However, the connotations of sounds are not
included in the meaning of the scent in lines 44-48. See
Williamson, The Complete Old English Poems, 506.
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